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Gifted Cluster: Cluster grouping is a full day gifted service model. Gifted students are grouped together in a 
classroom with teachers who are trained to adapt the curriculum and environment for gifted students. 
Gifted students benefit from being grouped with their intellectual peers within a differentiated and 
enriching classroom.    

  

  
SPARK:  SPARK is an enrichment learning program that addresses the unique needs of gifted students. 
Students attend certain days on campus during the week. This program provides students with engaging 
experiences in mathematics, reading, writing, social studies, science, technology, and the arts through 
enrichment opportunities. The learning experiences in SPARK require students to think critically, 
collaborate with others, communicate their ideas, and show creativity. SPARK offers an environment of like 
minds for the duration of the period for enrichment to supplement content area classes. Some of these 
variations include project-based learning, STEAM activities, group reports, etc.  
  
All students also have a class once per week with the STEM teacher 
developing technology skills and processes such as the design process to 
include using the latest computer programming to create prototypes on the 
3D printer. They also receive specific music and arts instruction to later 
utilize within projects and productions.  
  

Gifted Placement –  

Gifted Testing and Scores:  A qualifying state-approved gifted test score is required for placement into the 
gifted program for each school year. DVUSD provides testing for elementary students at each school using 
the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT).  Once a child places within the program, they do not have to retest to 
continue into the program the following year.  

Reading Placement: Placement into the reading program and SPARK Enrichment gifted program occurs 
when a student scores with a 95 Percentile Rank (PR) or higher within the Verbal area or has a Non-Verbal 
score of 97 PR or higher and 85 PR score or higher in the Verbal area on CogAT. Composite scores can also 
be used for placement.  

Math Placement 1st-6th Grades: Placement into the math and SPARK Enrichment gifted program occurs when 
a student scores with the 95 Percentile Rank (PR) or higher within the Quantitative area or has a NonVerbal 
score of 97 PR or higher and 85 PR score or higher in the Quantitative area on the CogAT. Composite scores 
can also be used for placement. Students who score with 90PR or higher in grades 3-6 will be placed 
provisionally.   

Non-Verbal Placement for 1st-6th Grades:  Placement into the Cluster and/or SPARK program occurs when a 
student scores with the 97Percentile Rank (PR) or higher. Composite scores are not used for placement. 

  
  


